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“The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


| Covent Garden Cheatre. 
The Merchant's Wedding, and Alfred the Great, attracted but a 
thin audience to this Theatre last night. 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Love for Love was revived here lastuight, with a cast exceedingly 
strong, as to the mere names of the actors, a circumstance, however, 
which does not always augur favorably for the performance. This 
Play, teeming with the joyous though somewhat impure wit of Con- 
grave, was, however, on the whole, happily represented. As far as 
the fastidiousness of a modern andience would allow, applause was 
freely and deservedly bestowed on several of the parts. Mr. Wallack’s 
Valentine is forcible and pleasant ;—Dowton’s Sir Samson, rich aud 
humorous ; Liston’s Ben, “ a true sea-monster ;’’ amusing as such a 
piece of absurdity could be wished ; Jones’s Tattle, is light and easy ; 
and Coopor’s Scandal, sententious and rich ; Hughes’s Z'rapland, well 
marked. All the ladies—Miss Foote, Mrs. Davison, Miss Ellen Tree, 
Mrs. Orger, and Mrs. C. Jones, had opportunities of displaying their 
peculiar talents, and every one must acknowledge that no higher treat 
could be desired. Mr. Mathews caricatured Foresight, and his effort 
was the only failure in the piece :—we shall, probably, revert to this 
gentleman’s acting on a future oceasion, as his habits of farce rather 
unfit him for the better class of comedy, although his mind is of an 
order fit to grasp all the legitimate subjects of laughter that can come 
under the control of Thalia. Personation followed ; Miss Foote, as 
Lady Julia, played with much arebness and humour ; her French was 
very good ; it contrasted ludicrously with Mr. Cooper’s, whose pro- 
nunciation was ridiculously bad ; his Lord Henry was sadly deficient 
in ease and spirit. 


The Dumb Savoyard concluded, Master Ridgway, playing the Mon- 
key, Master Wieland not being sufficiently recovered from his late ac- 
cident. On so short a notice, Master Ridgway made an excellent sub- 
stitute, and was favourably received, but he has not the agility of 
Mas. Wieland, and is too large. ‘This piece seems doomed to accidents, 
last night, just as the file of soldiers were entering the prison of Count 
Maldicini, the first four had no sooner commenced the descent, than 
the whole staircase fell to the ground, and the unfortunate guards with 
it, came down in the must ludicrous attitudes, and excited loud roars 
of laughter; one of them appeared hurt, and limped off the stage ap- 
parently in considerable pain.—The house was very well attended. 














THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 





The stories respeeting Mademoiselle Sontag, whieh are daily inm- 
ported from Germany, are remarkable for an extraordinary over- 
How of the sentimental and remantic. What a pity that we eannot be 
as eertain of the veracity, as of the admiration of the writers! One 
about a pretended duel fought fora ticket of admission to see the lady’s 
performance, has all the appearance of a gross fabrication, not only 
as to the facts, but as to the names of the tworival candidates ;— 
namely Lieutenant Splitzdegen, and Lieutenant Maulbeere, which is 
the same as if we were to say ‘in English, Liett Cat-and-thrust, and 
Licut. Mulberry. Poor Mulberry, of eouse, stood no ehanee with the 
terrible swordsman. 

Mr. Pearwan and Miss George are at Washington. Mrs. Austin 
is giving Concerts at Baltimore. Cooper, the American Tragedian, 
who was somewhat urcerefriouedsty treated at Drury-lane, has gone 
back to his native country. He tells a dolefal story of his iiberal 
treatment by the English, and his:country, like a fond parent, sym- 
pathizes with his grievances, and thinks ber darling bas been cruelly 
used. ‘Phis we suppose, will console bim for his failure in London. 
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T's the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dean Mr. Eviror—Just wishto say a word—beg pardon, hope'l don’t ix 
#rude—but will you excuse me—I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
tub shoulders with my friends, and'the fashionable world, at one or other of the 
Grand Lounges abouttown. Now, may F bég the faver— pardon the liberty— 
never liked to be troublesome—but would you be so kind, from time to time— 
just fer the information of my friends—as te allow your west useful Periodical 
to become the channel for announcing to them where I may be met with on the 
several days of the weck. Monday—TIwill be found seated at the Diorama, 
im the Regent’s Park, anxiously admiring the two new Views, the charming 
Village of Unterseeay and the Cloisters. of St. Wandrille—quite bewitehing !— 
About two I pop in to see Mr _Burford’s Marine Panorama of the Battle of Na- 
varino, Strand—awfully grand—the din of war and conflagration is trvly alarm- 
ing—Britons bulwark—love' our navy. “Tuésday—T loiter about the Quadrant— 
generally drop in at my old friend Aterander Lee's Music Warebouse—think it 
very superb—find him busy compdsing, a mew Opera. . Wednesday I waadey 
through the various departments of that elegant Establishment, the Royal Ba- 
zaar Iexhibition, 73, Oxford Street, and'\iew The Works of Art, and British 
Diorama.—At '$ L shall be fotind, with my Spectacles off, admiring the ‘truly 
grand display of the Wondérsof Na*ure—-} don't ‘mean. the Naturals datlod 
Fops; but the Microseapic Wonders, exhibited by Ms. Carpenter, the Optician, 
in Regent Street. Afterwasds I shail took inon Mr. Finn, in the same street, at 
his Fancy Glass-working KRzhibitiorn—an ingenious pretty Work shop.—On 
Thursday—I qualify Mrs. P—’s discordant notes with some hatgfony éi tine; avd 
may be found between | and-40’ciock at the Apollonicon ; and on our retwrn, 
drop in to examlue Miss Linwood’s beautiful Needle-Work. Friday—T droy 
into the Cosmorama, where the conflagration is really alarming, dd°where one 
can enjoy shade and sunshine; and the beauties of va: igated Scenery, with the 
utmest delight—love rural views—clange lst, of May. . In the same Street, “at 
the Argyll Rooms, | may be found.on Saturday, Inspecting the celebrated Rock 
Sait Mine—Ten enchanting views—done by Kopelent, exactly from nature.— 
Most evenings f enjoy a Cup of exeellent Coffee, and. the finest Gigars in’ Lon- 
don,at the celebrated, Cigar Divea, King, Street, Covent Garden—but L intrade— 
beg pardon. Your's, PAUL FRY. 

P.S. When any new arrangement oeeurs, will let you know. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, the Comedy of The 


Merchant of Venice. 


Duke of Venice, Mr CLAREMONT, 
Antonio, Mr EGERTON,  Gratiano, Mr FARLEY, 
Bassanio, Mr KEMBLE, 

Lorenzo, Mr DURUSET, Solarino, Mr BAKER, 
Shylock, Mr KEAN, 

Salanio, Mr HORREBOW, ‘Tubal, Mr ATKINS, 
Gobbo, Mr BLANCHARD, 

Launcelot, Mr MEADOWS, Balthazar, Mr HENRY, 
Portia, Miss JARMAN, 

Nerissa, Miss GOW ARD, Jessica, Miss HENRY. 


To conclude with the Farce of 


Charles the Seconds 
Or, The Merry Monarch. 

King Charles the’Second......... Mr C, KEMBLKF, 

Lord Rochester, Mr POWER, 
Edward, (the King’s Pagey Mr DURUSET, 
Captain Copp, Mr FAWCETT, 
Mary, (Copp’s Niece) Miss, GOWARD, 
Lady:€lara, Mrs FAUOIT,. 








‘Fo-morrow, The Beggar’s Opera’; Maeheath, Mr Wood, Polly, Mis’ 
Stephens, Lucy, Miss Kelly; with A Raee-for a Dianer, Sc. 








Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 





This Evening, the Farce of The 


Illustrious Stranger; 


Aboulifar, Mr THOMPSON, 

Arzan, Mr BLAND, _ Alibajou, Mr WEBSTER, 
Gimbe, Mr HARLEY, 
Bowbell.......s%.. -Mr LISTON, 
Priest, Mr Fenton, Officers, Mess. C. Jones & Honnor. 
Irza, Miss PINCOTT, 

Fatima, (first time) Miss I. PATON. 

After which, the Farce of 


Deaf as a Post. 


Old Walton, Mr GATTIE, Captain Templeton, Mr COOPER, 
Tiistram Sappy, Mr LISTON, 
Cropper, Mr HUGHES, Gallop, Mr SALTER. 
Sophy Walton, MissI. PATON, Amy Templeton, Miss PINCOTT; 
Sally, Mrs ORGER, Mrs Plumpley, Mrs C. JONES 


To which will be added, (9th time) a new Afterpiece, called 


The Dumb Savoyard, 


And His Monkey. 
Count Giovanni Maldicini, (@ State Prisoner) Mr YOUNGE, 
Florin, (his Infant Son) Miss LANE, 

Herr Vatehvell, (an old Soldier, Keeper of the Prison) MrBROWNE, 
Sturmwald, (Keeper of the Ferry at Ober Wesel) Mr WEBSTER, 
Piponetto, (the Dumb Savoyard) Mrs BARRYMORE, 

Marmazette, (his Monkey) Master RIDGWAY, 
Rapinstein, Mr HOWELL, 
Fiercenfold, Chiefs of the Mountain Band, Mr BARNES, 
Riflestaff, Mr BARTLETT 

Spielsburgh, Mr-C. JONES, 

Leopoldstadt, (Captain of the Guard) Mr YARNOLD, 
Teresa Vanopa, (Hostess of the Black Eagle) Mrs C. JONES, 
Celestina, Countess Maldicini, Mrs W. WEST, 

Principle Dancers—Mr and Mrs Noble, Dencing Villagere—Misses 

Ryal, Zerbini, Macdonald, Chikini. 


To conclude with the Opera of 


Der Freischutz. 


Ado!ph, Mr COOKE, Caspar, Mr BEDFORD, Kilian, Mr RUSSELL, 
Linda, Mrs GEESIN, Rose, Miss A. TREE. 








